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In July 2006, the Northfield Savings Bank Foundation and the Vermont Campaign to End 
Childhood Hunger (VTCECH) embarked on a partnership to address the issue of hunger in two 
of Vermont’s most densely populated regions—Washington and Chittenden Counties. The goal 
of this three year pilot project is to build and deploy an anti-hunger model that strengthens all 
aspects of the nutrition safety net and creates systemic changes in the target region. 
 
The resulting model is the Community Hunger Assessment, Intervention and Resources 
(CHAIR) project. CHAIR coordinates community efforts and builds strong nutrition safety 
nets—one Vermont community at a time. This project is a comprehensive approach to 
addressing hunger: educating community members about the local causes and effects of hunger, 
and providing tools to improve nutrition and reduce hunger in their communities. 

 
At the close of CHAIR’s second year, the project 
has produced tangible results: more community 
members are aware of the issue of hunger and are 
getting involved in implementing solutions, and 
most importantly, more children are being fed 
high quality meals on a regular basis. This report 
provides an overview of the primary strategies 
that make up the CHAIR model and a sampling of 
the results that each tactic has produced after two 
years of work, including significant increases in 
the number of low-income children eating school 
breakfasts, and the number of households 
receiving food stamps. 
 

The CHAIR Model: An Overview 
 

The CHAIR model is founded on three main strategies:  
I. Gathering information in order to assess the nutrition safety net in the target 

communities, and identify opportunities for outreach, collaboration, and new initiatives 
II. Educating community members to understand the issue of hunger at the local level and 

become empowered to make solutions happen 
III. Employing our extensive technical expertise to expand the federal nutrition programs that 

feed kids where they are, to provide comprehensive nutrition education, and to advocate 
for improved policies to support these programs 

 
I. Gathering Information and Assessing the Nutrition Safety Net 

 
Gathering information about local hunger and nutrition resources is a key element of the CHAIR 
project, as it enables VTCECH to more fully understand the state of hunger in the pilot region, 
and provides VTCECH staff with a way to track improvements over time. In addition to 
compiling local data, we heard directly from low-income Vermonters on subjects including: the 
challenges they face in obtaining adequate food; their experiences with public and private 
nutrition assistance programs; and their recommendations for increasing food security for 
vulnerable households. 

Northfield Savings Bank’s Stephen Page talks 
with Barre youth about their summertime plans at 
Highgate Housing’s summer food site in 2007. 
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Selected portion of the Community Hunger Fact Sheet for Milton, 
highlighting general poverty statistics and school meal 
participation data. 

Community Hunger Fact Sheets: Starting in the fall of 2006, VTCECH staff and student 
interns compiled data on poverty, nutrition resources, and participation in federal nutrition 
programs for each town in 
Washington and Chittenden 
Counties; county-wide data was also 
compiled. This data was then 
organized into a series of user-
friendly documents, which are 
currently being used by community 
members at trainings and 
presentations to assess the state of 
local nutrition safety nets and to set 
priorities for reducing hunger. These 
fact sheets also enable VTCECH 
staff to identify opportunities 
for outreach in our future 
program work.  
 
Focus Groups: VTCECH developed a series of focus groups in order to hear directly from 
low-income Vermonters. Facilitator Judy Dickson assisted in the development of focus group 
questions, and provided training so that each discussion was run consistently and effectively. 
VTCECH held ten focus groups—five each in Chittenden and Washington Counties. The groups 
provided valuable feedback on the local accessibility and quality of many nutrition resources, 
specifically regarding food stamps, emergency food and school meals. Reports on the findings of 
each county’s series are currently being compiled and analyzed. Here are several excerpts from 
the Washington County focus groups: 

Question: Are the available resources enough to 
provide food for your household throughout the 
month?  
Response: “What I’ve found is that we used to be able 
to afford …healthier food—fish twice a week—the 
healthy balanced diet. But because of oil prices we 
can’t anymore and we’ve had to revert back to 
macaroni and cheese and hot dogs and chicken 
nuggets. It’s cheaper…I do feel like we can’t afford to 
buy the healthier foods.” 
 
Question: What makes it hard for you to feed your 
family during the summer months? 
Response: “My daughter is home all the time and she 

has her friends over. In the summer we have to 
provide more food especially because she’s more 
energetic, so it’s not like breakfast, lunch and 
dinner, it’s like breakfast, snack, lunch, snack, 
supper, snack…it’s like she’s eating all the time.” 

 
Question: Why is it difficult for families in Washington County to put food on the table? 
Response: “Everything else has got to get paid first. The mortgage gets paid first, the car 
payment, the heat, the electric, telephone, day care…insurances, all of that has to get taken care 

VTCECH staff heard directly from low-income 
parents about the struggles they face in feeding 
their families. 
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of first. Food is the last thing that gets paid for if there’s any money left over and if there’s not, 
that’s what I cut out.” 
 

II. Empowering Community Members to Get Involved 
 

Our education initiatives provide the general public and targeted community members with 
information about the existence and impact of hunger and the array of solutions that are 
available. By giving citizens the tools they need to respond effectively, we are mobilizing 
community members to fight hunger locally.  
 
During the first two years of CHAIR, we have offered more than 80 presentations to church and 
community groups, service providers, students, and the general public. These groups have 
become engaged in creating solutions; for example, a class at Edmunds Middle School in 
Burlington recently traveled to the State House to advocate for improvements to the school 
breakfast program, and members of the Vermont State Grange have been providing outreach for 
the Food Stamp Program at state fairs and other community events for the past two years. Here 
are a few other highlights of our public education efforts: 
  
Regional Hunger Councils: The purpose of the Hunger Councils is to bring together area 
leaders and service providers to learn about local hunger and existing resources, identify 
opportunities for improvement, and strategize about local solutions. During the first two years of 
the CHAIR project, VTCECH organized Hunger Councils in Washington and Chittenden 
Counties [Council member lists are attached]: 
 
The Washington County Regional Hunger Council convened in November 2006. The council 
is co-chaired by Con Hogan, former secretary of Vermont’s Agency of Human Service, and 
Mary Hooper, mayor of Montpelier. To date, the council has met 9 times. 

• In early 2007, council members visited 
each public school in the county to learn 
more about school meal programs and 
share best practices for improving meal 
quality and accessibility.  

• Thanks to the council’s efforts to 
increase media attention on hunger in 
Vermont, Washington County 
communities have experienced a 
marked increase in donations and 
volunteers at local food pantries, which 

helped these organizations meet the increase in food requests last winter.  
• Over 3,000 Washington County Guide to Food Shelves and Community Food Sites brochures 

were distributed to more than 40 local organizations and agencies. The brochure lists all the 
food pantries in Washington County and was developed by VTCECH staff in partnership 
with a sub-committee of the Hunger Council. To ensure sustainability of this project, the 
Central Vermont United Way has agreed to keep this document updated and maintain it on 
their website. Comments from a follow-up survey conducted by VTCECH point to the 
efficacy of this document: “We have been using these brochures almost daily—we are 
finding them very useful.” -Courtney Pletzer, Nutritionist, Vermont Department of Health 

 
The Chittenden County Regional Hunger Council was called to order in November 2007 by co-
Chairs Jim Morse, Retired Vermont Supreme Court Justice, and Fran Stoddard, Host/Producer at 

Governor Jim Douglas addressing the first meeting of 
the Washington County Regional Hunger Council at the 
State House on November 28, 2006. 
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Vermont Public Television. Mary Hooper shared her perspective on the value of her council’s 
work in Washington County, and expressed enthusiasm for the opportunities to address hunger in 
Chittenden County. The council has met 3 times. 
• Council members surveyed Chittenden County schools to learn about their efforts to enroll 

low-income children in the free or reduced price meals program. As a result of this initiative, 
the Underhill Central School decided to start offering breakfast. In addition, council members 
Jim Morse and Jim Fitzpatrick have been working with VTCECH’s Dorigen Keeney to 
engage the Regional Superintendents Association in a regional initiative to increase 
participation in school breakfast. The September meeting of the Association will feature a 
panel of school food service directors who will present on successful models for 
improving breakfast participation. 

• The Council met in February to discuss Vermont’s particularly low participation rate in the 
Child Care Food Program. Strategies that emerged from the ensuing brainstorming session 
on increasing the number of young children in Chittenden County receiving nutritious meals 
through this program led to the formation of several small workgroups: a Funders Round 
Table to support meals in centers; a group to explore a business model for child care food 
service; a Public Relations team; and a Child Nutrition Advocacy Network.  

• Council member Lauren Curry, Executive Director of the Richard E. & Deborah L. Tarrant 
Foundation, was deeply moved by what she learned in examining the nutrition safety net in 
her home town of Westford. In the spring of 2008 she enlisted her neighbors to revive the 
defunct food shelf by raising funds and conducting food drives. The Westford food shelf 
served its first client in June 2008.  

 
Northfield Hunger Forums: A key aspect of the CHAIR model is flexibility—being able 
to respond creatively to the needs of individual communities. For example, during conversations 
with service providers in Northfield, it became clear that anti-hunger efforts in this small 
community were largely uncoordinated; providers working on issues such as summer meals, 
emergency food, and school meals were not collaborating or sharing resources.  
 
In response, VTCECH organized a Hunger Forum 
series to bring the community together and initiate 
dialogue about the prevalence of hunger and the 
available local solutions. A service provider 
Forum was held in March 2007 to help local 
providers define the specific barriers they see in 
their town. A well attended community-wide 
forum was held in May to bring these concerns to 
the general public. As a result of this forum series, 
concerned community members and 
service providers have joined together to 
increase access to summer food in town, 
improve emergency food facilities, and 
advocate for enhanced public 
transportation to make obtaining groceries easier. In addition, a new food stamp outpost was 
opened in Northfield in September 2007. Before this outpost, residents of Northfield and nearby 
towns had to travel to Barre to sign up for food stamp benefits. This new service, combined with 
VTCECH’s other outreach efforts in the past two years, has already dramatically increased 
access to the Food Stamp Program. Since early 2006, Northfield participation has increased by 
29%, compared to an approximate 17% increase for Washington County. 

Northfield community members, service providers, and 
VTCECH staff discuss barriers to purchasing healthy 
food at the Northfield Hunger Forum in May 2007. 
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Every child. Every day.: In late 2007, VTCECH released a new documentary on hunger in 
Vermont and the myriad available solutions. Produced by filmmakers Dave Raizman and Jim 
Ritvo of 132 Main Productions, this short film takes a personal look at the state of hunger in our 
state through interviews with real Vermonters who are fighting hunger on the front lines and 
making a difference in our communities. Since its premiere in Burlington on November 29th, 
VTCECH staff have been spreading the film’s hopeful message through film showings across 
the state, including 16 events reaching more than 1,000 people in Washington and Chittenden 
Counties to date.  
 
A few months ago, an anti-hunger advocate from California watched Every child. Every day. on 
our website and wrote us this letter:  

 
“Wonderful, just beautifully done…it is the 
best public awareness media piece related to 
child nutrition hardships that families face 
that I have ever seen. It’s just plain and 
simple a great piece.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Media: The work of the CHAIR project has garnered significant media attention, with over 70 
pieces in local and regional newspapers, televisions news programs, and service provider 
publications. The Times Argus created a special “hunger beat” to cover hunger issues in central 
Vermont, which has resulted in many feature articles about CHAIR activities such as the Hunger 
Forum series in Northfield, summer food work in Barre, and the work of the Washington County 
Regional Hunger Council. 
 
In addition, the CHAIR project has been featured on several radio and television programs, 
including Vermont Public Radio’s Switchboard in May 2007, WCAX’s You Can Quote Me in 
June 2007, and WCAX’s Across the Fence in March 2008. 

“I think hunger in Vermont is hidden…There 
are a lot of low-income Vermonters who have to 
make decisions between food or medicine, or 
food and rent – things like that.” 
Heather, a summer food provider in Burlington, 
speaking about the prevalence of hunger in 
Vermont in Every child. Every day. 

A sampling of local headlines 
covering the far-reaching impact of 
the CHAIR program. 
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III. Promoting Nutrition Programs to Feed Children Where They Are 
 

The ultimate goal of the information gathering and community mobilization efforts described 
above is to increase access to the federal and privately funded food and nutrition education 
programs that feed children where they are. After two years of targeted outreach, measurable 
results indicate that the strategies of the CHAIR model are working—the nutrition safety nets of 
Washington and Chittenden Counties are significantly stronger and our project goals are being 
met. Here are a few highlights of our program and advocacy successes since the beginning of the 
CHAIR project in July 2006: 
 
School Meals: VTCECH works with public and private schools to establish new breakfast 
and lunch programs, which provide free and reduced-price meals to students. We also provide 
technical assistance for existing programs to run efficiently and improve nutritional quality.  
 

• All public schools in Washington County offer 
breakfast and lunch to their students; almost all 
Chittenden County schools offer both meals—
only Underhill ID School does not offer breakfast. 
Although it is positive that so many schools in the 
target regions offer meals, participation in school 
breakfast programs is still low—in some schools 
only 14% of low-income students are eating 
breakfast. As described in a previous section, 
members of the Chittenden and Washington 
Hunger Councils have visited almost every public 
school in the two counties in order to learn 
about the challenges and barriers schools face 
in feeding students, and to share information 
about best practices. VTCECH staff, in 
partnership with council subcommittees, will use this information to increase community 
support for breakfast promotion initiatives. 

• Participation data is not yet available for the 2007-2008 school year. However, during the 
2006-2007 school year, school breakfast programs showed encouraging growth. During this 
period, the number of breakfasts served statewide only increased by 1.15%—compare this to 
the outstanding growth in the target regions: 
o Washington County: 15,470 more school breakfasts were served, representing a 12% 

increase. In addition, 154 more students were enrolled in free/reduced price meals than 
the previous year, representing a 7% increase.  

o Chittenden County: 13,900 more school breakfasts were served during the past school 
year, representing a 3% increase.  

• Two independent high schools—the Community High School of Vermont’s Burlington and 
Barre campuses—initiated meal programs in 2007.  

• As a result of a survey visit from council member Susan Elliott, and follow-up by VTCECH 
staff, Underhill Central School has started a federally funded breakfast program. In addition, 
Underhill ID School has begun exploring this option.  

 
Food Stamps: The Food Stamp Program provides Vermont families with monthly benefits to 
supplement their nutritional needs. VTCECH raises awareness and increases participation in the 

Students receive healthy breakfast in 
their classrooms at Hunt Middle 
School in Burlington. 
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program by educating community members, policy makers, and service providers. Since July 
2006, participation in the Food Stamp Program increased significantly in the target region:  
 
Washington County 

 
 
Number of recipients, July 2006: 3,686 
Number of recipients, February 2008: 4,310 
 
Percent increase July 2006 - February 2008: 
17% 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chittenden County 

 
 
Number of recipients, July 2006: 8,580 
Number of recipients, February 2008: 9,600 
 
Percent increase July 2006 - February 2008: 
12% 
 
 
 
 
 

Cooking for Life: A collaborative effort between VTCECH and the University of Vermont 
Extension’s Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program, Cooking for Life is an innovative, 
hands-on cooking and nutrition education program for Vermont youth, teens and parents. 
VTCECH partners with community groups to provide this crucial education program. Since July 
2006, we have offered 36 series in the target region, reaching 396 low-income Vermonters. 

 
• Washington County: In the year prior to the launch of the 

CHAIR project (July 2005-June 2006), only 2 Adult series were 
offered. Since July 2006, 5 Adult series and 6 Youth series were 
offered, serving 131 parents and teens. 

 

• Chittenden County: In the year prior to CHAIR, 5 Adult series 
and 4 Youth series were offered. Since the beginning of the 
CHAIR project, we have offered 7 Adult series, 7 Young Adult 
series, and 11 Youth series to 265 Vermonters. 

 
 
 
 

Students making oatmeal bars as part of a Cooking for Life: 
Youth class at Camel’s Hump Middle School in Richmond.
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Summer Meal and Enrichment Programs: VTCECH helps community groups initiate 
and expand summer meal programs, which provide consistent and nutritious meals to local 
children during the summer months, when school meals are not available. Since July 2006, 
targeted outreach to potential and current sites—including churches, libraries, community 
centers, and housing developments—has resulted in more children accessing summer meals in 
the target regions: 
 

Washington County        Chittenden County 
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Washington County in particular has shown great improvement in feeding children during the 
summer. In 2006, 184 children accessed summer food at 7 meal sites. This summer, an estimated 
350 children will be served at 12 sites—an increase of 90%. 
 
Child Care Meals: In 2004, VTCECH created an initiative to promote the use of the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP), National School Lunch Program, and the special milk 
program in child care centers. These federal nutrition programs support child care providers in 
serving nutritious meals and snacks to the young children in their care. We provide the necessary 
technical assistance and outreach to help centers offer meals through these programs. Since 
beginning our targeted outreach in the CHAIR region in July 2006, the number of centers using 
the meal programs has gone up dramatically: 

Washington County: In 2006, 23 centers were 
enrolled in a meal programs. In 2008, 29 centers 
serving an estimated 870 children are providing 
meals—a 26% increase in participation. (The 
number of centers that VTCECH helped to enroll in 
federal food programs is actually greater than the 
net gain, since several CACFP-enrolled centers 
closed in 2007 and 2008.) 

Chittenden County: 26 centers used federal 
funding to provide meals in 2006. In 2008, 32 
centers are providing meals to over 960 children. 
This is a 28% increase in program participation. 

 
Advocacy: To ensure access to good nutrition for Vermont’s low-income households, all the 
nutrition programs described above must be supported by strong state and federal policies. 
VTCECH has launched several advocacy initiatives during the past two years in order to engage 
the public and policy makers for program improvements. Here are two examples of our advocacy 
efforts: 
 

A toddler at Barre’s Emerald City Child 
Care enjoys a healthy lunch of chicken, 
broccoli, pasta, and pears. 
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H.333: The Breakfast Bill: In 2007, House Bill H.333 was introduced to expand access to free 
school breakfast. Prior to this bill, low-income students in Vermont either received free breakfast 
or paid a reduced price, depending on their family income. However, schools report that many 
reduced-price eligible students do not have enough money to pay for both breakfast and lunch, 
and are oftentimes saving their limited funds for lunchtime—and go without breakfast.  
 
Thanks to H.333, Vermont has now become the 4th state in the nation to make school breakfast 
free for all low-income students. As part of the state budget that passed on May 3, 2008, the 
legislature included $170,000 to extend free breakfast to the 7,500 students eligible for reduced-
price meals. The expanded free breakfast program will go into effect with the beginning of the 
school year this September.  
 
2009 Child Nutrition Act Reauthorization: Every five years, Congress reauthorizes the Child 
Nutrition Act, which funds meal programs in school and child care, and during the summer. 
VTCECH is already promoting improvements to the act by educating policy makers and 
mobilizing community partners. For example, on June 10, 2008, VTCECH coordinated a trip—
dubbed the “Child Nutrition Express”—to travel with 5 representatives from other Vermont 
organizations to a USDA Hearing in Boston.  
 
During this hearing, the Express team shared their 
policy recommendations, and presented the USDA 
with a letter—signed by nearly 50 Vermont 
organizations—urging the USDA to make these 
programs work more effectively in a rural state by 
reducing costly paperwork, and increasing the 
reimbursement rate to allow programs to include 
more fresh fruits and vegetables in the meals. The 
USDA will be compiling the results of their public 
hearing sessions into a report for the coming 
Presidential Administration to use in the 2009 
reauthorization of the Child Nutrition Act. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Looking back on the first two years of the CHAIR project, it is clear that this anti-hunger model 
is making a difference in our communities. “The partnership between the Campaign and NSB is 
changing the way the issue of hunger is presented and addressed in Vermont,” VTCECH’s 
Executive Director, Robert Dostis, said at the recent NSB annual meeting. “Eradicating hunger 
means every community needs to have a strong nutrition safety net. When the NSB Foundation 
decided to dedicate its resources to fighting a particular problem in our state, the Foundation 
consolidated their investment in order to create an anti-hunger model that could—and does—
create systemic change.  
 
“In this short time,” Dostis continued, “We have achieved tangible results that can be measured 
by the number of children who are being fed with high quality meals on a regular basis. Through 
our partnership, we have begun a movement…We have heightened citizen involvement, engaged 
community leaders, and expanded the role of both the public and private sector in addressing 
hunger in Vermont. This work will yield results this year, and for years to come. That is a pretty 
significant and substantial return on investment.” 

Members of the “Child Nutrition Express” 
at the June 10th USDA hearing in Boston.



 

   Community Hunger Assessment, Intervention, & Resources (CHAIR) — A partnership with Northfield Savings Bank  

Hunger Council of Washington County 
 
Council Co-chairs: 

• Con Hogan, Plainfield 
• Mary S. Hooper, Mayor of Montpelier 

 
Council Members: 

 
• Kate Binns, Program Director, Green Mountain United Way/Central Vermont 

Community Partnership 
• Marty Bisbee, Community member 
• Eileen Blake, Executive Director, Central Vermont Home Health & Hospice 
• Ginny Burley, Chair, U32 School Board 
• Hal Cohen, Executive Director, Central Vermont Community Action Council 
• Joe Dauscher, Network Relations Manager, Vermont Foodbank 
• Tina S. de la Torre, Director of Marketing and Community Relations, Northfield Savings 

Bank 
• Sen. Bill Doyle, representing Washington County 
• Paula Francis, Community member 
• Annie Gould, President, Northfield Savings Bank Foundation 
• Betty Hammond, Food Service Director, Montpelier Schools 
• John Hollar, Attorney, Downs Rachlin Martin PLLC 
• Carol Seaver Holt, Corporate Secretary, Northfield Savings Bank 
• Tom Howard, Executive Director, Washington County Youth Services Bureau 
• Pastor Ralph Howe, Hedding United Methodist Church, Barre 
• Richard Hungerford, Food Service Director, U-32 
• Jeffrey Hunsburger, District Director, Vermont Department of Health 
• Jasna Janjic-Brown, Domestic Community Outreach Specialist, Green Mountain Coffee 

Roasters 
• Nickolas Johnson, Washington County middle school student 
• Joseph Kiefer, Executive Director, Food Works 
• Rep. Tony Klein, representing Montpelier and Middlesex 
• Lee Lauber, Executive Director, Family Center of Washington County 
• Don Mandelkorn, Field Director, Agency of Human Services  
• Beth Ann Maier, Pediatrician 
• Rep. Francis “Topper” McFaun, representing Barre Town 
• Robert McNamara, Superintendent, Washington West SU 
• Georgia Myer, Pantry Coordinator, Woodbury/Calais Food Shelf 
• Jenny Nelson, Congressional Aide, Office of Senator Sanders 
• Doug O’Brien, Executive Director, Vermont Foodbank 
• Ellin Perry, Montpelier Housing Authority 
• Beth Stern, Executive Director, Central Vermont Council on Aging 
• John Tracy, Field Representative, Senator Leahy’s Office 
• Nancy Zorn, Executive Director, Green Mountain United Way 

 



 

     Community Hunger Assessment, Intervention, & Resources (CHAIR) — A partnership with Northfield Savings Bank Foundation 

 
Hunger Council of Chittenden County 

 
Co-Chairs 

• Jim Morse, Retired Vermont Supreme Court Justice 
• Fran Stoddard, Host/Producer, Vermont Public Television 

 
Council Members: 
 

• John Barbour, Executive Director, Champlain Valley Agency on Aging 
• Linda Berlin, Nutrition Specialist, University of Vermont Food & Nutrition Department 
   Board Chair, Friends of Burlington Community Gardens 
• Melody Burkins, Director of Federal Relations, UVM Office of Federal, State & Community Relations 
• Mary Burns, Executive Director, Greater Burlington YMCA 
• Jan Carney, MD MPH, Associate Dean for Public Health, University of Vermont College of Medicine 
• Brett Chornyak, Executive Director, Milton Family Community Center 
• Hal Colston, Executive Director, NeighborKeepers 
• Lauren Curry, Executive Director, Richard & Deborah Tarrant Foundation  
• Chris Meehan, Director of Network Partner Services and Programs, Vermont Foodbank 
• Tina S. de la Torre, Director of Marketing and Community Relations, Northfield Savings Bank 
• Rep. Johannah “Joey” Donovan, representing Burlington 
• Sister Irene Duchesneau, Chairwoman, Fanny Allen Campus Corporation  
• Toki Eley, RN, Director of Maternal/Child Services, VNA 
• Susan Elliot, Community Liaison, Office of Congressman Peter Welch 
• Eileen Elliott, Shems Dunkiel Kassel & Saunders, PLLC 
• Nicole Fenton, City Market/Onion River Food Coop  
• Phil Fiermonte, Outreach Director, Office of Senator Bernard Sanders 
• Erik Filkorn, Vice President of Community Relations, Spike Advertising 
• Jim Fitzpatrick, Superintendent, Essex Town School District 
• Rabbi James Glazier, Temple Sinai 
• Christine Graham, Independent Fundraising Consultant 
• Jane Helmstetter, Field Director, Vermont Agency of Human Services  
• Penrose Jackson, Director, Vermont Health Foundation  
• Sonja Kivela, Community Advocate 
• Kathy LaCross, Regional Branch Administrator, Northfield Savings Bank 
• Sen. Ginny Lyons, representing Chittenden County 
• Martha Maksym, Director of Community Services, United Way of Chittenden County 
• Jenn McGowan, Director, Healthy City,  Intervale  
• Mary Alice McKenzie, Executive Director, Boys and Girls Club of Burlington 
• Carol McKnight, Mental Health Professional 
• Rob Meehan, Director, Chittenden Emergency Food Shelf 
• Elizabeth Meyer, Executive Director, Child Care Resource 
• Melinda Louise Moulton, CEO/Redeveloper, Main Street Landing 
• Mary Powell, Senior VP & Chief Operating Office, Green Mountain Power 
• Kim Norris, VT-FEED Co-Director/ Community Outreach Shelburne Farms 
• Rep. Ann Pugh, representing South Burlington 
• Allen Robinson, Executive Director, Imani Health Institute  
• Tim Rollings, Community member  
• Tim Searles, Executive Director, Champlain Valley Office of Economic Opportunity 
• Kim Sears, Community Volunteer 
• Vicky Smith, Executive Director, King Street Youth Center 
• Sen. Diane Snelling, Chittenden County Senator 
• Margie Stern, Board of Directors, Vermont Foodbank 
• Sally Tappan, Vermont Department of Health 
• Tom Torti, President, Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of Commerce 
• John Tracy, Field Representative, Senator Leahy’s Office 


